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424 On the Country around Port Philip. 

out its disadvantages ; and I do not think it will be worse, nor, 
indeed, so bad, in that respect, as the east coast of New South 
Wales, as it is more exposed to the south and westerly winds, from 
which direction the rains come ; and, as far as my observations 
went, very heavy dews are prevalent. 

The country to the north and north-west of these plains is broken 
and hilly ; and I am inclined to think, from its appearance, it is 
extensively adapted for pastoral purposes. There is a great defi- 
ciency of timber fit for building and fencing purposes, the want of 
which will be seriously felt in this part of the country, whenever it 
becomes thickly inhabited. On the whole, I think favourably of 
the country for the general purposes of colonization. 

There are not many kangaroos in that portion of the country 
which I examined ; but those I did fall in with are the largest I 
have ever seen, and they are very swift of foot. There are wild 
native dogs, which appear to me to be a description of small wolf; 
and I fear great watchfulness will be necessary to protect the sheep 
from their depredations. 

In my rambles I met with several emus, with whose stateliness 
and grandeur I was much struck. There are also some large birds 
of the crane kind, and the wild goose, quails, black swans, wild 
ducks, and teal in abundance ; and they are all, with the exception 
of the quails, very wild, and difficult to get at. 



V. — Substance of a Letter received from J. Becroft, Esq., re- 
lative to his recent Ascent of the Quorra, dated Fernando 
Po, 28th February, 1836. Communicated from the Colonial 
Office. 

Although the Company at Liverpool which sent out the expe- 
dition to the Quorra in 1832 has been dissolved, some enterprising 
merchants of the same city have determined to make still further 
efforts to establish a trade with this part of the wotld. With this 
view the steam-boat Quorra, which had been lying at Fernando 
Po since the close of the former expedition, was during last year 
purchased and placed under the command of Mr. Becroft. 

A party, consisting of Mr. Becroft and four other Europeans, 
with thirty Kroomen, departed from Fernando Po, on the ]6th 
September, 1835, and after passing the village where the unfortu- 
nate Lander was attacked and wounded, they reached Eboe, after 
thirty-seven hours' steaming ; here the party was received with 
great Cordiality by King Obie. Mr. Becroft determined the po- 
sition of Eboe to be about lat. 6° 55' N., long. 6° 2' E.* It is a 

* Captain Allen, R.N.,who made the survey of the river, did not get an observa- 
tion at this place. 
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long straggling town on the bank, of a creek about two and a half 
miles from the main stream. After making some satisfactory mer- 
cantile arrangements witli the king, the party proceeded on to Idda, 
or, as it has hitherto been called, Altah, the name of the king, 
who, it was learned, had died shortly after Dr. Oldfield left. 
The town stands about 300 feet above the level of the river, and 
behind it the land rises to upwards of 2000 feet. The river in 
this neighbourhood is much broken by large islands. The king 
refused holding any communication with Mr. Becroft, alleging 
that he suspected Attah was concealed on board the steamer, in 
which belief he persisted, until after remaining a week and having 
made arrangements with Abokho, the king's brother, the expedi- 
tion departed. Kirree was next visited ; it is a small place, where 
a market is held every fourteen days : here they stayed one day and 
then ascended to Adacado, a wailed-in town, subject to the king 
of Idda; it is situated on some high rocks, and from it the mouth 
of the Tschadda bears N. E. by £., about two miles. At this 
place, which is nearly 300 miles from the sea, the party remained 
three weeks on the most amicable terms with the natives, and suc- 
ceeded in procuring two tons of ivory, though much more would 
have been obtained had it been possible for them to have remained 
longer; but the rapid falling of the river warned them to prepare 
for their descent immediately. After promising to return the ensuing 
season, the expedition, much to the regret of the natives, on the 
15th October commenced their descent to Idda, where, after get- 
ting aground twice on their way down (for the river had fallen 
many feet), they were once more welcomed by all but the king, who 
still declined any personal intercourse, though in other respects he 
was very well disposed. On the second day of their stay here the 
river had only six and then five and a half feet water ;* this induced 
them to resume their descent immediately, after making further 
arrangements for trade the following season. The party reached 
Eboe with great difficulty, the river being nearly at its lowest ; in 
some places only three and a half and four feet deep, obliging them 
on several occasions completely to unload the steam- boat. They 
proceeded with all dispatch, touching at several villages on their 
way down, at all of which they met with much disposition to 
trade ; and on two occasions only were any hostile intentions 
evinced, but these excited no serious apprehensions. On the 26th 
December the expedition reached Fernando Po, having had but 
one death, no case of fever, and but two of dysentery during the 
voyage of three months. Mr. Becroft is highly satisfied with the 
results of his journey, and fully intends prosecuting his labours; 
and we trust that the favourable issue of his exertions may induce 

* The steam-boat Quorra appears to have drawn five feet water. 
2 F 2 
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other attempts to establish a communication with this interesting 
part of tlie world. 

This journey having been solely of a mercantile character, lias 
added little to science ; but we trust that the speedy publication 
of the proceedings of the former extensive expedition may put us 
in full possession of much valuable information. It is to be re- 
gretted that any delay has taken place, especially since the labours 
of the naval officer, who accompanied the expedition solely for 
scientific purposes, must, together with his survey of the river, 
prove extremely valuable. 



VI. — Expedition organized by the Imperial Academy of Sciences 
at St. Fclersburg to determine the Difference of Level between 
the Black and the Caspian Seas. 

[M. Kupffer, of St. Petersburg, well known by his valuable 
magnetic and meteorological observations, and an active cor- 
responding member of the Geographical Society, has kindly trans- 
mitted to us an account of an expedition which must excite great 
interest in everyone anxious to advance our knowledge of the phy- 
sical geography of the globe.] 

It is well known that, in 1830, M. F. Parrot, jun., of Dorpat, 
in his journey to Mount Ararat, made a barometrical level by 
stations between Astrakhan and Novo-Tcherkask,* in order to 
determine the difference of level which exists between the Black 
Sea and the Caspian, the result of which was found not to agree 
with the former measurenients ; and especially with those which 
had been found by two levels executed by the same M. Parrot, 
conjointly with Professor Engelhardt, between two other points 
of these seas, viz., Taman and Kisliar.f According to these results 
it was adopted as a fact, without doubt, that the Caspian Sea 
formed the lowest point of the vast basin which the western portion 
of Central Asia presents ; and its depression was reckoned at 
near 300 feet. But the last survey of this skilful observer obliges 
us either to reject that opinion, or at least to doubt its exactness. 
It is not then surprising if a great number of those who have read 

•'Novo-Tcherkask is about forty miles uorth-east of the mouth of the river Don, 
where it fall* into the sea of Azov. Astrakhaa is about twenty-five miles from the 
Caspian Sea, at the mouth of the river Volga. The direct distance between these 
two places is 340 geographical miles nearly. 

f Taman, on a small island of the came name, forms the south-eastern point of 
the Strait of Enikali, between the Crimea and the territory of the Cossacks of the 
Don, and near the mouth of the river Kuban. Kisliar is about thirty-five miles from 
the Caspia n Sea, near the outlet of the river Terak. The direct distance from Taman 
to Kisliar is »t)Out 420 geographical miles. — Kd. 



